Ode to the West Wind 4%
by Percy Bysshe Shelley .



Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-
1822): English Romantic Poet

» A Revolutionary and idealist
> Dedicated seeker of an ideal world

» His Poetry Expresses his spirit of
revolution

» His greatest achievements are: Queen
Mab (1813); The Revolt of Islam (1817);
The Cenci (1819); Prometheus Unbound
(1819); Ode to the West Wind (1819); The
Cloud (1820); To a Skylark (1820); Adonais
(1821)




https://youtu.be/Rut80GRgnOA



https://youtu.be/Rut80GRqnOA

The Ode

[ : : o . :
A relatively long, serious, and usually meditative lyric
poem that treats a noble or otherwise elevated

\subject in a dignified and calm manner.
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Autumn 1819

» Shelley in Florence (Italy)

» October 25t
» A stormy and windy day | shutterstock.com - 1175888957
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Events in 1819 that affected the
mood: Personal and Political

1. In June, son died of fever
» 2. Previous year infant daughter had died

« 3.In England, on 16t August a peaceful rally of
60,000 pro-democracy reformers — men,
women, and children — was attacked by armed
cavalry resulting in 15 deaths and over 600
injuries (St. Peter’s Fields: The Peterloo

Massacre)
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Brief Summaryof Canto ~ ©

SERESEE SRR A s AT S S
N T g 0, SR
. - ‘!

= e L T
+ Shelley addresses the West Wind whichblows away : Fe ™ W
S g A & R l :
the falling autumn leaves from the branches of trees. -;;;:‘v P |
The leaves are of various colours — yellow, black, and ) ' \
red. The leaves appear to be infected with a \.Q w
pestilence or plague. He describes the West Wind f 3 :

as the chariot which carries the seeds from the :
flowers and takes them to their “wintry be.” Shelley , t’! - S
concludes by calling the West Wind as “Destroyer” e 45 g

and “Preserver”: A destroyer because it brings the

leaves down from the trees; a preserver because it e
helps to scatter the seeds on the earth, ensuring o
germination and new life in spring. "&Sf‘.:\ \









A Brief Summary:
Canto II

« Shelley continues to address the West Wind as
the bearer of the clouds from the sky, much as
it moves the diseased leaves from the trees. To
spell out this link, Shelley refers to the “tangled
boughs of Heaven and Ocean.” The clouds are
being moved by the wind as the locks of fierce
frenzied Maenads while worshipping god
Dionysus in Greek Classical myth. Shelley
concludes by likening the sound of the autumnal
west wind to a funeral song, mourning the
death of the year. The night sky will appear like
the dome of a burial ground with the vapours
from the black clouds forming the vault of the
dome. Shelley waits for the darkest rain, hail
and lightning in an autumnal stormy night about
to explode from the vapours.



I

« _Thou who, dldst waken from his summer dreams

- . The blue Mediterranean, where he lay, -
e -Lultd b by the coil of his crystalllne streams,

+ " Beside a puntice isle’in Baize's bay,” -
» "And saw in sléep old palace$ and towefs °

« - Quivering within the wave's intenser day,

. AII overgrown- W|th azure moss, and flowers -

° - So- sweet the sense falnts plctunng them-l Thou
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- “For whose_ path t_he ;_Atla_nth s level powers
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« _Cleave themselves into chasms, while far_below .
The sea-blooms and the oozy woads WhICh wear
apless follage of the ocean know

row g_ray:with fear,:
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Canto III: Effect on the Sea
»-Word Meanings: - - - - - - - - - - - -
- 1-Dreams — Summer-is a time of dreams: The sea is-lulle
“Everythingisovergrown andsweet. ©= -~ - . © o
. gc.;CPIEmR:e Isle — An island formed by light and porous volc
.- 3: Baiae's bay — A submerged archaeological park still holdsthe
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- springs). With the-passage of time. The-water level slowly rose

- due to the same volcaniC vents that were once a draw to the -

- area, and-most.of the ancient ruins weré drowned under the -
-shallow watersofthe bay: - - - - - - - - - - - - -
*- 4. Atlantic’s level — The wind makes the ocean-split inte chasms
»- 5:00zy. - Slimy; Moisturous —
-6.Sapless—Rickety; Infirm: = - - o - oo oo
w /. Grow gray with fear — It makes the sea-blooms ahd the odzy
ods grow-with fear and-tremble and despoil themselves- -
il— Violently remove valuable-possessions from plunder
gicidal).- - - oo oo D T . ..
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~wonders of a’Roman Sodom; the classical Roman city of Baia. The-
. city was located. over natural volcanic vents (healing.medicinal ho
g
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- isle,-the Baiae's.bay, and old palaces and.towers overgéown with - - .
- blue moss and-sweet flowers. - :




: -If 1 Weré a'dead leaf th'ou'mi'ght'est' bear :
. If I were a swift-cloud to- ﬂy W|th thee
Awave to pant beneath thy power and share

The |mpulse of thy strength only tess free
Than thou; O-uncontrollable! if-even-
- I'were asin my boyhood and could be

j The gornra]de ;of thy_ wanderings oyer;He_aven,E
- As then, when to outstrip thy skiey speed:
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As thus wlth thee in prayer in my sore need
'Or liff me as a.wave, a leaf, acloud! '
[ upon.the thorns of |lf€!.I bIeed!Z

b of hours has chalnrd and. bowd

:Sc_arqe s_eel:n'o: a _\/is[on:—I:WQuId_ ne'et have:str]ven )

ess, and swrft and proud.:
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Canto IV: Word
Meanings

1. Comrade — friend/company
2. Outstrip — go faster

3. Sore — Ache; Agony;

4,1 bleed - I suffer

5. Chained and bowed - Blend under
pressure




- be Ieaf cloud or wave, which could be overpowered by thewmcL on - - - - - - .

: one hand and the WlSh to be as one such W|nd ‘which would be _________

++++++++++++
+++++++++++

----------------

Ecomparlson‘to the West Wlnd S T s s s s s s s s




Make me thy Iyre even as the forest is:
What 1f my Ieaves are falllng Irke its- own?

The tumult of thy mlghty harmonles :
;\Niél tqke;frqm _both e d_eep agtumn_al tonie,
My spirit! Be thou me, impetuous one!
bri\ie 61y Edeéd Echc;ugi"lts: ov:er Eché un{iiverse,

Like wither'd Ieaves, to quickén a new birth;:
And, by the incantation of this vers¢, - ©
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Scatter, as from an unextinguish'd hearth -
\shes and sparks, my-words among -mankind!
through my-lips to unawakend earth - .

g 2 prophecy! © Wind, -

Sweet though in sadness. Be thou, Spirit fierce,
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Canto V: Word
Meanings

1. Lyre - Shelley wants to be an instrument, played upon by the wind

2. Tumult — Confused; Disorder

3. Sweet though in sadness — Sweetness behind the sadness of the autumn
wind

« 4, Bethou, Spirit fierce — He wants the Spirit of the Wind to be his spirit
* 4. Impetuous— Not rash but Unbridled

5. Be thou me — He wantsthe wind to be him

6. Incantation — Chanting

« 7. Scatter... mankind — He wants the wind to be his Spokesperson — to
spread his words among mankind — power of poetry. He does not want to
be the West Wind. He wants the West Wind to be him.

8. If Winter...behind? — Winter is a necessary prelude to the Spring




- upon by the Wind. He further wishes the spirit of the Wind tebe his- - - - - -

Z splrlt And, finally’he wnshes the Wind to be H|m In the penultimate- - . - © °
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